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Description

A look at some central questions in philosophy, including: Does God Wikt is
knowledge?Truth? How do we distinguish between right and wrongyhat justifies political
authority? Does morality ever permit or require us to break the law? Specific topics will
include: race and racism, fake news, and the justification and limits of rights in

property. Examples and case studies will be drawn from a wide range of disciplines and areas,
from the natural and social sciences to art and music.

Objectives

This course hasitee main objectives. The first is to introduce students to a number of core
issues in philosophy and to some historically and conceptually significant answers to enduring
philosophical questions concerning, for example, the existence of God, the principleslty

and justice, and the nature of reality and of knowledge. The second is to show how philosophical
guestions are inescapable, and raised throughout our lives. The third is to help students develop
the skills philosophy reqres:careful reading, d@ical thinking, and clear writing.

Format

In place oftraditional,live lectures] will provide two narratedslide showsperweek. Thesewill
be organized inveekly“lessons’on thecourseOWL page. Eachlessonwill also includesome
readings. These will beleasedn aweeklybasis,atnoon MondayYou will meetfor anhoura
weekin atutorid led by ateachingassistantin person on campus.

Texts
All readingswill be available online, on theourseOWL page.

Requirements and evaluation
1) Four shortpaperqg 750 wordseach:



More detailson eaclof these requirementgill be made available on theourseOWL page.

There will alsobe optionalweeklyonline quizzegvery short:4 multiplechoice questionsyith
which you cantestyourunderstanding afheweek'sreadingsandlectures.

Late papers
Late papewill be subjectto a penaltyof 2%/day,to amaximum of



Evaluation of academic performance

At leastthreedaysprior to the deadlinefor withdrawalfrom a coursewithout academigenalty,
studentswill receivean assessmertf work accountingfor at least15% of their final grade.For
3000-or 4000Ievel coursesn which sucha gradedassessmens impracticabletheinstructor(s)
mustobtainanexemptiorfrom this policy from the Deanandthis exemptiormustbenotedonthe
correspondingoursesyllabus.In rareinstanceandat the Dean’sdiscretion,othercoursesould
receive asimilarexemption, whiclalsomustbenoted inthe coursesyllabus.

Course assignments: final deadlines

Thelastdayof scheduledlassesn anycourse willbethelastdayon whichcourseassignments
will be acceptedor creditin acourselnstructorswill be requiredto returnassignmentso
studentsaspromptly agpossiblewith reasonablexplanationf theinstructor'sassessmeruf
theassignment.

Academic offences

Scholastioffencesare takerseriously angtudentsare directedo readtheappropriatgoolicy,
specifically,the definition of whatconstitutesa ScholastidOffence,at thefollowing Web site:
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf

Plagiarism checking

All requiredpaperamaybe subjectto submission fotextualsimilarity reviewto thecommercial
plagiarism detectiosoftwareunderlicense tahe Universityfor thedetectionof plagiarism All
paperssubmitted
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